Water Treatment Comparison
This chart of water treatment options is not meant to provide exhaustive information about all options. But, it could be a good place to start your own research

	Treatment Type
(Brands)
	Discussion

	Chlorine Dioxide
Aqua Mira, Micropur
	Aqua Mira -Mix drops from two bottles and let them stand for a few minutes before adding the solution to your water. Mix and then wait for 20 minutes or so. While easy enough in good weather, it could be a problem in bad weather if you don't have cover. It also works better when you have one large water bladder to fill rather than a bunch of smaller individual water bottles which would require the solution to be mixed for one bottle at a time. 

Katadyn Micropur MP1 Purification Tablets are probably the easiest but most expensive purification option with none of the downside of iodine. 

	Iodine
Potable Aqua (Tablets)

Polar Pure (Solution)
	Add tablets or solution (read directions) to water, mix, and then wait for 30 minutes or so. Perhaps the next easiest of treatment options. 

Neutralizing tablets are available if the taste or odor is a problem. These neutralizing tablets are just vitamin C (ascorbic acid). They are added only after purification is complete. Otherwise the ascorbic acid within will stop the purification process. 

Iodine purification is not to be used for those with thyroid problems. Iodine also does not eliminate crypto.

	Bleach
	Just add 3 drops of bleach to each quart or liter of water. For cloudy or cold water, use 5 drops. Let sit 30 minutes, 60 for cold or cloudy water. Must carry a dropper and be careful with the bleach. Buying small amounts of bleach in trail towns can be a problem but hanging out in the laudramat may solve that problem. Avoid bleach with dye, perfume, or additives.  Best used for emergency only. Bleach also does not eliminate crypto.

	Ozone Purifier
(MSR MIOX)
	This pen uses energy and salt to create ozone and purify water. Waiting times vary depending on potential contamination. Lighter than most filters but heavier than purifying chemicals.

	Filters
Katadyn 
and MSR
	Filters require more work in that they must be pumped. The upside is that the water is ready to drink as soon as it's filtered. Care must be taken to select a filter with an element what will filter the potential hazards you may come across in your region. Many don't filter viruses. Some filters also have an iodine element which may eliminate viruses. Viruses are not a big issue in the US. Filters tend to be heavy and bulky. 

Inline filters, straws (may have been pulled off market), or water bottle filters are also options but tend to deliver water slowly, with much work, and/or with limited or less effective filtration. 

Filters must not be used in areas where they might freeze. Frozen water can break the filter element with no outward signs.

	Boiling
	While boiling is an effective method from purifying water, the amount of time and extra fuel required to use boiling to purify makes boiling an inconvenient option. Plus, when it's hot, the last thing you'll want is to be drinking hot water. 

	Bandana Or Coffee Filter
	Only useful for filtering large pieces out prior to treating with above options.


